
 

 

 

        

      PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 
One of Loughborough’s oldest stores celebrates 185 years of trading in the town. 
 
Pickworths is celebrating 185 years of trading in Loughborough.  It has remained a family-run 
furniture shop since the day it opened its doors in 1840 and remains today one of the East 
Midlands’ oldest furniture stores.   It stocks an eclectic mix of quality, traditional and 
contemporary furniture and upholstery, and offer competitive prices, high-quality pieces, and a 
highly personalised service.    

Now being managed by the sixth generation of the Pickworth family, Mike Jackson owner of 
Pickworth Furnishing said ‘We are delighted to reach 185 years of trading. We would not be here 
today  without all the hard work  from our loyal staff and the support from our customers. We 
look forward to being of service for many more years to come.’ 

Since Pickworths first started traded there are been some monumental historical events 
including: 

1837 Queen Victoria ascends the throne 

1840 Thomas Pickworth arrives in Loughborough from Lincolnshire and establishes a 
drapers shop on the corner of Market Place and Biggin Street. Pickworth & Sons was 
born. 

1843  First fax was sent 

1865  First telegram was sent 

1876  First telephone call was made 

1886  First patent for the automobile by Mercedes Benz 

1901  Edward VII ascends the throne 

1903  Wright Brothers first aeroplane flight 

1910   George V ascends the throne 

1914  WW1 broke out 



1929 Shop was demolished to wider the A6 and moved to the Imperial Buildings (where 
McDonalds is now). Owners insisted there was no step into the shop as there should be 
no barrier for customers to enter the premises. 

1929  Depression hits the UK 

1936 – Edward VIII comes to the throne and abdicates 

1936 - George VI ascends the throne 

1939  Outbreak of WWII 

1945  End of WWII 

1948  NHS Founded 

1954  Elizabeth II ascends the throne 

1961  First man in Space 

1969  First man on the Moon 

1970 Paul joined the business and diversified into furniture and acquired new premises in 
Wards End were the stop remains to this day.  

1971 First email sent 

1987 Imperial Buildings were developed so the original shop which housed the bedding, 
curtains and linens closed and the Wards End site was developed and extended. 

2000 Paul’s son Michael joins the family business and continues to manage it today.  
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Notes to editor 

The Loughborough BID was set up in February 2012 following a vote of town centre businesses. It 

represents 600 businesses across all sectors that each pay an annual levy to fund the improvements. 

A board of Directors made up of BID Businesses oversees the delivery and management of the 

scheme. 

For further information on BID Loughborough visit https://loveloughborough.co.uk/love-

loughborough/promotions/  

 
Contact: 
Lisa Brown 
BID Manager 
Mobile 07946 105041 
Email  lisa@loveloughborough.co.uk 
  

 

Loughborough BID is supported by  
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